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Read Genesis 10:1-11:26 
 
Dig Deeper 
This list of nations gives a survey of the descendants of Noah’s three sons. God had told them 
to “fill the earth” (9:1). But later their descendants’ moving out and filling the earth (11:1-9) 
was divine judgment on a rebellious people.  
 
The list of nations is a horizontal genealogy rather than a vertical one (those in chapters 5 and 
11 are vertical). Its purpose is not primarily to trace ancestry; instead, it shows political, 
geographical, and ethnic affiliations among tribes. Tribes shown to be “kin” would be in league 
together. This section aligns the predominant tribes in and around the land promised to Israel. 
These names include founders of tribes, clans, cities, and territories.  
 
The descendants of Japheth, numbering 14, were given first. These were northern people, 
remote from Israel. The descendants of Ham (v. 6-20) formed the eastern and southern peoples 
of Mesopotamia. The descendants from Shem are recorded last. The note on Eber’s son Peleg 
in v. 25 (“for in his days the earth was divided”) seems to pinpoint the Babel experience (11:1-
9). The verb “palag” is used in the Old Testament to describe division into languages. So, the 
Babel event occurred approximately five generations after the Flood.  
 
The sin of the people in chapter 11 appears to be immense pride. They wanted to build a city 
with a tower that reached to the heavens so that they could make a name for themselves. This 
was open rebellion against God and an assertion of independence from God. The people came 
together to strengthen themselves lest they be scattered over the face of the whole earth. This 
appears to be in direct opposition to God’s command to spread out and fill up the whole earth 
(9:1). 
 
The story of Babel was explained by the prophet, Zephaniah, who anticipated God’s kingdom 
when everyone will speak one pure language and worship in God’s holy mountain, being 
gathered from the nations into which they have been dispersed (Zephaniah 3:9-11). The miracle 
at Pentecost (Acts 2:6-11) was a foreshadowing of that yet-future event.  
 

1. A look at this list of nations should bring one to realise how close all of humanity is 
related to one another and totally erase the misleading and damaging error that sets 
race, tribe or people group above another. How do you view people or groups of people 
who seem slightly or even extremely different than yourself? Is there a group that you 
discriminate against? 
 



2. How does knowing that diversity is part of God’s plan affect the way you think about 
this topic? Do you view diversity as more glorifying to God than uniformity? How does 
that affect your view of the church? 

 
3. Does reading about the tower of Babel remind you of any ways in which Bethany Church 

“builds towers.” In what ways do we build towers that keep people from “spreading 
out”?  
 

4. The people built a tower so they could make a name for themselves. As we look at this, 
we have to ask ourselves, is it our name or status that we should be worried about…or 
the name of our Lord and Saviour that works through us? Which are you striving for? 
How? 

 
Application & Prayer 
 

• Read Ephesians 2:13-18. The church should be diverse. The church should reflect 
reconciliation that Christ has accomplished. How does this challenge you today? Would 
you invite a minority friend to Bethany, why or why not? 
 

• Considering Genesis 11 and the Tower of Babel, how have communication problems 
affected relationships in your life or your relationship with God? One of Satan’s primary 
goals is to disrupt your ability to communicate with God, this week really concentrate on 
hearing from God and not allowing Satan to manipulate His words. Pray through the 
Lord's Prayer (Matthew 6:9-13) meditating on each line and praying through what God 
reveals to you.  

 

• Reflect on the implications of Genesis 10-11 for your own life today. Consider what you 
have learned that might lead you to praise God, repent of sin, and trust in His gracious 
promises. 


