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Read Luke 11:5-13 
 
Dig Deeper 
Hospitality was a sacred duty in the ancient Near East. When visitors arrived, the host would 
normally provide lodging under his roof and food to eat. The host in this parable did not have 
enough bread for his guest, so he appealed to his neighbour for some.  
 
The unfriendly behaviour of this “friend” is understandable since in the typical one-room 
Palestinian home the whole family, and even often the household animals, all slept near each 
other. In the parable, the sleeping neighbour’s desire to avoid shame in the eyes of the 
knocking host, and probably in the eyes of all his neighbours once his inhospitable behaviour 
became known, led him to get up and give his neighbour bread.  
 
Jesus was contrasting, not comparing, God’s attitude with the friend’s attitude (vv. 9-13). God’s 
attitude toward His children is the opposite of the attitude of the friend toward his knocking 
neighbour. God will not grant answers to prayer to avoid shame, as this man did. He will grant 
them unselfishly and lovingly. Jesus’ point was that if shame was effective with such a friend 
how much more eagerly shall the heavenly Father respond when His children make requests of 
Him.  
 
The two examples in v. 11-12 enforce the point that God will respond to our prayers, and they 
stress that He will do so kindly (see Matthew 7:9-10). A snake can look like a fish, and when 
curled up, large Palestinian scorpions can resemble eggs. Such a response would be cruel rather 
than loving since the substitution would involve no real giving but deception and even danger.  
 
The greatest blessing God could give a believer then was the possession of His Spirit. Jesus was 
saying that the heavenly Father would give the very best gifts to those who ask Him. Believers 
today do not need to ask God to give them the Holy Spirit because He does this when we trust 
in His Son (see Romans 8:9).  
 

1. To get a sense of the context for this passage, read Luke 11:1. According to v. 1, what is 
the occasion for Jesus’s teaching in v. 2-13? 
 

2. Next, have someone read v. 2-4 aloud. What specific things does Jesus instruct his 
followers to pray for in the Lord’s Prayer? And skipping ahead to the end of the passage, 
what does Jesus imply that we should be praying for in v. 13?  

 
3. If you had to give a title to Jesus’s parable in vv. 5-8, what would it be? What seems to 

be the essential lesson of the parable? 
 



4. What promise does the Lord give us in v. 9-10? Given the context, what kinds of things 
might Jesus have been encouraging us to ask, seek, and knock for? By contrast, what 
kinds of things do we typically ask, seek, and knock for? 
 

5. In the message, we were encouraged to pray with shameless audacity. Can you think of 
a time when you prayed with shameless audacity? Why do you think God would want us 
to pray that way? 

 
Application & Prayer 
 

• Silence can be uncomfortable. But as we as a church try this week to fast from 
unnecessary noise and pray with shameless audacity, let’s take three minutes of silence 
right now. Pray silently but specifically for each person in the group, going through them 
one by one in our minds and hearts, lifting each one up to the Lord and praying that 
they will hear God’s voice this week.  
 

• Take a moment now to write down on paper or type on your phone, the name of each 
person in the group. And let’s commit to praying for one another for the next week, that 
each of us will hear God’s voice as we pray with shameless audacity. 
 

• What are the “noises” or distractions that typically get in the way of your prayer? What 
concretely will you do this week to create some space and silence for God to speak into 
your life? 

 


