
Sermon Discussion - 24 July 2022 
 
Read James 3:1-12 
 
Dig Deeper 
James suggests moderation and restraint in the multiplication of teachers. Too many of the 
new Jewish Christians aspired to teach and thereby carry some of the rank and admiration 
given to rabbis. These are the unofficial teachers in the synagogue meetings of the church 
family where much latitude was given for even strangers to speak.  
 
James’ complaint was simply that too many believers were overly anxious to speak up and 
show off . Teaching has to be done, but those who teach must understand their responsibility, 
as those who teach will be judged more strictly. A teacher’s condemnation is greater because, 
having professed to have a clear knowledge of duty, he is all the more bound to obey it.  
 
James did not point a finger at the offenders without including himself: We all stumble in many 
ways (v. 2). Nothing seems to trip a believer more than a dangling tongue. If a believer is never 
at fault (literally “stumbles not”) in what he says (literally, “in word”), he is a perfect, fulfilled, 
mature, complete person. Spiritual maturity requires a tamed tongue. 
 
The tongue may be small but it is influential. Three illustrations make this point clear. Just as 
little bits ... turn grown horses, small rudders guide large ships, and a small spark consumes an 
entire forest, so the tongue is a small part of the body, but it makes great boasts. The tongue is 
petite but powerful. 
 
A person’s uncontrolled tongue both emits blessings and curses. This is the only place where 
the NT uses the title our Lord and Father.  
 
In v. 9-12, James turns to the natural elements to illustrate his point. The point is clear: a 
believer’s tongue should not be an instrument of inconsistency. 
 

1. Have you had any personal experiences with a horse, boating, or fire that would 
illustrate James’ analogy of the power of tongue?  
 

2. Comment on the saying, “Sticks and stones may break my bones but words will never 
hurt me?” Is that true?  
 

3. Discuss the illustration of a forest being set on fire by a little spark. How does this relate 
to gossiping? 
 

4. Why is it especially wrong to curse a human being (3:9)? What types of speech do you 
think are included under the category of cursing? 
 



5. What kind of speech are you characterized by? 
 
Application & Prayer 
 

• How might this topic of speech/your words/the tongue build on our discussion of 
pursuing holiness? 

• What are two ways you can avoid sins of speech this week?  

• What are two ways you can practice positive speech? 


