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Read Titus 1:10-16 
 
Dig Deeper 
Paul emphasized the need to guard the church against false teaching to inform Titus how to 
deal with the problems false teachers create. The instructions in this section naturally grew out 
of Paul’s emphasis on the elder’s responsibility to handle the Scriptures accurately and to 
correct those who misrepresent them (v. 9).  
 
Many Jews lived on the island of Crete. Titus had to silence them because they were causing 
great upheaval in the church. Their motive, Paul revealed, was money obtained illegitimately, 
probably by teaching falsehood under the guise of truth. According to Polybius, the Cretans had 
a reputation for loving money.  
 
The Cretan poet that Paul quoted was Epimenides, who lived in the sixth century B.C. Other 
Pauline citations of pagan writers appear in Acts 17:28 (Aratus) and 1 Corinthians 15:33 
(Menander). This line from one of Epimenides’ writings had received wide acceptance in the 
Greek world as being true. Paul agreed with this poet. 
 
In light of the Jewish myths, the issue here seems to concern Jewish food laws. The false 
teachers seem in some way to be concerned with this ritual purity, although they are 
themselves defiled by their unbelief and sin.  
 

1. What is the connection between confrontation and reconciliation? Have you known a 
person able to do both? What kinds of words, actions, steps, and measures are used in 
each case? 
 

2. Why is adding anything to the gospel of Jesus Christ in effect actually removing Jesus 
from the gospel? 
 

3. How might confronting a heretical elder disturb or upset a church? What can be done to 
help a church recover from such conflict? 
 

4. What is purity? What does a pure person (v. 15) look like? How can a person achieve 
purity? 
 

5. What is the relationship between Paul’s call to confront false teachers (v. 13) and Jesus’ 
command not to judge (Matthew 7:1)? 

 
 
 



Application & Prayer 
 

• In many ways, this passage emphasizes the need for accountability in the church. Is 
there someone in your life you have given permission to speak honestly and boldly to 
you? If not, pray that God would lead you to that person(s). If you do have someone, 
spend time praying for them and thanking God for them. 

 

• Take some time to meditate on whether or not you have someone in your life in which a 
confrontation or restoration needs to take place. Make a plan to speak with them and 
set things right. 
 

• Reflect on the implications of Titus 1:1-16 for your own life today. Consider what you 
have learned that might lead you to praise God, repent of sin, and trust in His gracious 
promises. 


